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Message From The Library Board           

President 

 

It’s Up to You! At our December meeting, a majority of the 

Board of Library Trustees of the Harvey Public Library District 

decided to let the voters determine whether or not Harvey gets a 

new library building. This issue of the newsletter is primarily  

devoted to giving you the information you need to make your  

decision. Although all of the Library Trustees do not agree on how a new library build-

ing should be paid for, we are unanimous in our agreement that a larger library is need-

ed. In 1967 it was determined that Harvey needed 26,000+ square feet for their library. 

In 1997 it was determined that Harvey needed 35,000+ square feet, yet we still only 

have a building that is 18,000 square feet. Now it’s up to you. The choice is yours. 

Marion Beck 

NATIONAL 

 LIBRARY WEEK 

    APRIL 10-16 

A pril 10-16th    

Harvey Public Library District will celebrate National 

Library Week. Free light refreshments will be served.  

Create Your Own Story @ Your Library is this year’s 

theme. We’re asking patrons to reminisce about      

favorite library experiences with staff members. For 

instance: when was the first time you checked out a 

book? Discuss a book, author or movie that inspired 

you throughout your life. During the week gain a fresh 

perspective of HPLD by touring the aisles with a 

member of the staff. Are you interested in art, automo-

tive, cooking, or foreign languages? You may even 

rediscover a favorite novel from your childhood. One 

of our knowledgeable staff will be happy to help you 

locate materials that fit your desire.  

Amnesty 

Also during National Library Week, we will offer   

amnesty to all Harvey, Phoenix and Dixmoor patrons 

for overdue fines only. You may have fees waived for 

late returned books, movies and music.  

Amnesty WILL NOT cover lost or damaged materials. 

REUSE, REDUCE, RECYCLE 

April 22, 2011, is Earth Day. There are various im-

provements you can make in your life and community 

to get connected with the environment. Examples   

include:  recycling books,  planting flowers, helping a 

neighbor with spring cleaning, or building eco-friendly 

parks. Other ways include: using more efficient light-

ing in your home, unplug-

ging unused appliances,  

reducing the amount of   

paper and  water you use, 

and composting when possi-

ble. For more information 

on ways to make your life 

greener, let your fingers do the walking on the         

Internet. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Your library is one of the 

smallest in the South sub-

urbs and by far the smallest 

in relation to the number of 

people we serve? 

Your library has one of the 

smallest book collections in 

relation to the number of 

people we serve? 

Your library is over 40 

years old and almost every 

other area library has a  

newer building than we do? 

Construction costs are the 

lowest they have been in  

years? 

 

Now is the time to give your 

community the library it       

deserves. Your Board of     

Library Trustees has decided 

to put it in your hands to     

determine whether or not   

Harvey will build a new      

library facility. 
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Q&A: Harvey Public Library District Referendum 

Tuesday, April 5, 2011 

SAMPLE BALLOT: 

(Face of Ballot) 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

  (INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Mark a cross (X) in the space  opposite the            

 wording indicating the way you desire to vote.) 

Proposition to Issue Library Bonds 

 

 

  

 

 

  
  

Q. WHAT STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY THE LIBRARY BOARD TO GET TO 

THIS POINT? 

 

A. The Board of Library Trustees has been working on this project for more than 20 years. 

Some of the steps   taken include:  

Determination that the building built in 1970 and expanded in 1974 was designed 

to last only 20 years. 

Worked with a library building consultant to develop a building program state-

ment. 

Worked with an architect to do the best we could with our current location 

After 30 years, a remodeling was done in 2000 to allow for better lighting and 

improved handicap access. 

Obtained information from a financial consultant to develop a financial plan for 

the project and operating projections for the future. 

On January 13th, the Board adopted a question to place $16.225 million bond is-

sue on the April 5th ballot to expand the library to 40,355 sq. ft. 

 

―Shall the bonds of the Harvey Public Library District, Cook 

County, Illinois, in the amount of $16,225,000 be issued for 

the purpose of erecting a building to be used as a library,    

purchasing a site and furnishing necessary equipment there-

for and acquiring library materials (such as books, periodi-

cals, films and recordings) and electronic data storage and 

retrieval facilities in connection therewith?‖ 

YES 

NO 

On April 5, please support 

the Harvey Public Library 

District. 

HARVEY LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

May is a perfect month to begin 

appeasing your inner Bob the 

Builder. HPLD houses a variety 

of do-it-yourself DVDs. Step over 

to 643.7 to check out materials 

that cover a variety of DIY pro-

jects, including: 

—Energy Efficiency             —Kitchen Makeovers 

—Garage to Family Room        —Interior Renovations 

—Maximizing Storage Space   —Outdoor Paradise 

_____     _____     _____     _____     _____     __ 

 

Sweet April showers do 

Spring May flowers.  

In June HPLD will showcase 

books on gardening.  People 

eager to finally feel the warm 

earth in their hands can   

enter the library to find gardening tips. Books abound 

on tree and shrub gardening, growing organic vegeta-

bles and gardening month by month, among other 

topics.  

For those whose thumb isn’t so green, not to worry. 

“Yardening” by Jeff and Liz Ball, is a book for people 

who have little to no gardening knowledge, but who 

want a lush, healthy yard with flowers and even vege-

tables. This book offers practical information on yard 

and plant TLC. 

_____     _____     _____     _____    ____ 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

April 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Local Elections 

April 12 . . . .African-American Genealogy & History Club 

April 10-16. . . . . . . . .National   Library Week/Amnesty 

April 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Earth Day 

April 22 (CLOSED) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Good Friday 

May 10. . . . .African-American Genealogy & History Club 

May 30 (CLOSED) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Memorial Day 

June  14. . . . African-American Genealogy & History Club 
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YOUTH SERVICES 

ACTIVITIES 

 

April 10-16  

National Library 

Week 

Write a story, poem or 

create a comic book 

 

April 23 

Make Your Very Own 

Easter Basket (w/

candy) 

Ages 4-14 

1:00-2:30 p.m. 

 

 

May 7 

As a gift to mom 

Make Your Own    

Potted Plant 

Ages 4-14 

1:00-2:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 1-July 30 

Summer Reading Club 

registration will start 

Marion Beck-President 

Barbara Fields      

Vice President 

Joyce Kellogg-Weaver 

Treasurer 

Roberta Patterson 

Secretary 

Keith Price-Trustee 

Eric Patterson-Trustee 

Annette Turner-Trustee 



 Q.   DOES IT COST MORE TO CONSTRUCT A LIBRARY BUILDING 

COMPARED WITH THE COST OF OTHER BUILDINGS? 

A.  Yes. Library buildings generally cost more than other facilities because of several 

factors: 

Library buildings are designed to last upwards of 50 years or longer. 

Mechanical system equipment and controls specified are more suitable for long 

life due to long hours of operation and the need to control different zones of   

activity. 

Libraries must sustain the traffic of hundreds of users a day; therefore carpet, 

walls and other finishes must be long lasting and durable. 

Libraries contain relatively few columns or bearing walls, resulting in higher 

steel costs. 

Heavier concentrations of data connections, power outlets and telephone connec-

tions all contribute to higher electrical costs. 

Lighting levels that allow books to be seen on the lowest shelf and do not        

contribute to glare or reflections on computer screens add costs to the lighting 

fixtures. 

A library is a cultural center and an important source of pride for the community. 

The building design may include stone, extensive amounts of glass, quality 

woods and custom fittings and furnishings. 

Library buildings and floors require more load bearing capabilities to sustain the 

heavy weight of books and other materials. 

 

_____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____     _____ 

 

TRUSTEE OPPOSITION TO ISSUANCE OF BONDS 

I am opposed to the issuance of these bonds because: 

I believe that the cost of the building is far beyond the means of Harvey’s citizens, 

especially during the current economic crisis. Bonds will cost the average           

homeowner an additional $102 to upward of $161 per year. Harvey Public Library 

acquired a balloon mortgage during the last renovation. That mortgage has yet to be 

paid in full. How long will it take 25,282 people (as per the 2010 U.S. Census) to pay 

off $16, 522 million? Many in the population are under the age of 18 or are unem-

ployed. The cost of the library does not take into account  the governor's new taxes 

and the District 205 tax. We are also grappling with the rising costs of food, home 

utilities and the looming  possibility of $5 per gallon for gas by the end of May. 

A new building would be nice. But, can we really afford the added burden at this 

time? 

Annette Turner –Trustee 

 

. 

 

Q.   I DON’T USE THE     

LIBRARY, HOW WILL I 

BENEFIT? 

A.  The quality of the library, 

schools, parks and village 

services influence the overall 

quality of life in a communi-

ty, as well as the market    

value of homes. The expand-

ed library will have some-

thing for everyone. Even 

those who do not currently 

use the library may take ad-

vantage of some of the new 

programs and services that 

will be provided in the future. 

Q. CAN WE AFFORD A 

NEW BUILDING? 

A.  Construction costs are 

extremely low right now. If 

we wait, we may NOT be 

able to afford the type of 

building our community de-

serves. 

Q. WHERE WILL THE 

NEW BUILDING BE     

LOCATED? 

A. The Board has not final-

ized a site yet, but a few sites 

have been located that would 

be acceptable for the new 

library. The Board will move 

forward on a site after the 

new library referendum is 

approved. Any site costs will 

be paid from the proceeds of 

the bond issue.  
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HPLD TIMELINE 

1898   Library movement began 

with the formation of the Harvey 

Library Association 

1903   City of Harvey passed an 

ordinance establishing the Harvey 

Public Library and Reading Room 

1906   Carnegie Library built 

1971   The current library building 

was erected 

1975   The new addition was added 

1988   Phoenix Public Library    

contracted for services 

1989   Dixmoor Public Library   

contracted for services 

1990   The Harvey Public Library 

petitioned the courts to become the 

Harvey Public Library District 

1991   First elections for the Board 

of Library Trustees 

2000   Library remodeled for a new 

entrance, ceiling, lighting & fire 

protection 

2002   Auditorium remodeled for 

lighting, sound & fire protection 

2006   New roof 

2007   New heating and air condi-

tioning units installed 

 

Q. WHAT WILL THE EXPANDED LIBRARY OFFER? 

A. Some of the things the library will offer include: 

More than DOUBLE the current space 

Greatly improved parking 

Easier access to the materials you want 

Quiet reading and study areas 

Toddler play area 

Teen activity center 

Easier access to local history materials 

Private listening and viewing stations 

Additional computers 

Improved areas for laptop access 

Technology training areas 

All areas handicap accessible and stroller friendly 

Refreshments area for coffee, soda, water, snacks, etc. 

Performing Arts Center with raised stage and theater lighting 

Covered drop-off/pick-up areas 

24-hour-a-day Drive Up Materials Check-In Window 

All collections will be greatly expanded and updated 

Efficient staff work areas 

Graphics that allow you to access collections better 

New energy-efficient heating and cooling systems 

Solar power to minimize energy use      

Green roof on the building for energy and rainwater management 

New energy efficient low-e windows throughout 

New energy efficient lighting 

New technologies which allow patrons greater privacy and the ability to 

check-in and check-out all materials themselves            

 



Q.   WHY DOES THE HARVEY PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT NEED TO EXPAND 

THE LIBRARY?  

A.   Our current building, built in 1970, is very out of date and has been under-

sized for many years for both the current and future population. The present 

facility needs more space in nearly every area of the library. Some of the other 

problems that have been identified include: 

There is rarely enough room to park when arriving at the library. 

There often is not enough room for everyone to sit once they get into the 

library. 

The lack of floor space forces the library to limit the number of books it 

can house. 

Much of the collection is on very high and low shelving. The collection 

cannot be expanded without taking space away from other areas, such as 

seating, tables and equipment. 

The shelving and aisles are not ADA compliant. People in wheelchairs and 

moms with strollers don’t fit in all the aisles between the shelves. 

 The building was built 40 years ago and it is increasingly more difficult to 

adapt to current technologies. 

The library needs more quiet study space and small group study space. 

More meeting room space is needed including room for training. 

There is increased demand for additional computers and there is not enough 

space for them. Children and adults are both heavy users of the computers. 

We especially need additional space for the Children’s and Young Adult 

areas. 

The lay out of the library can be confusing. 

The library shelves are full and for every new book added, the library needs 

to remove a perfectly good book. 

Staff workspaces are cramped and need more space. 

 

Q. WON’T TECHNOLOGY ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR MORE   

LIBRARY SPACE?  

A. No. It is an established fact that the types of service communities expect 

from their libraries require more space, not less. It is not a case of books OR 

computers, it is a case of books AND computers. While tremendous amounts of 

information can be stored in tiny spaces, the computers that access this infor-

mation take up a lot of space. Although we currently have room for patron 

computers, the space provided is clearly inadequate and space requirements for 

this usage will become even greater in the fu-

ture. In addition, the library serves people who 

love books. Book use is stronger than ever and 

books are likely to always be an integral part of 

library service.  

    

Q. HOW MUCH WILL 

THE NEW LIBRARY 

COST ME AS A 

HOMEOWNER? 

 A.  Home values and as-

sessed values vary in Cook 

County. The new library is 

expected to cost each family 

about $42 more on their total 

tax bill for each $1000 of 

property taxes paid. The aver-

age house in Harvey has a 

value of $70,000 and the    

Library District estimates that 

a house with that value will 

have an increase of $8.50 per 

month or $102 for the entire 

year. 

This chart will help you      

determine how much your 

increase will be: 

Current Total      Increase for 

Property Tax      New Library 

      $1000    $42 

      $1500      $63 

      $2000    $84 

      $2500    $105 

     $3000    $126 

      $3500    $147 

      $4000    $168 
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Q.    HOW DOES OUR LIBRARY COMPARE IN BUILDING SIZE WITH COMMUNITIES WITH     

SIMILAR POPULATIONS? 

A.    We serve the second largest population in our area. Yet, we have one of the smallest buildings. We also 

have the second fewest books per capita of communities in our area that have populations under 50,000 and 

over 15,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Although the populations are below 15,000, Flossmoor’s and Matteson’s libraries are still larger than the Harvey 

Library.  

 

Q.   WILL IT COST MUCH MORE TO OPERATE A  LARGER LIBRARY? 

A.   Yes and No. With modern technology and energy efficiencies, we fully expect to have utility costs com-

parable to what we currently incur, although the builder will be larger. Along with modern technology, the 

larger builder also will give patrons a greater ability to help themselves which will give our current staff 

members the ability to help patrons in different ways. The only expected increase will be in the daily mainte-

nance of a larger builder. Also, within the next two years, prior to construction of the new building, the cur-

rent library’s mortgage from the last remodel in 2000 will be paid off. This will give us additional operating 

revenue for any unforeseen expenses.  

 

 

Neighboring Libraries Sq. Feet Sq. Ft. Per 
Capita 

Population Books Books Per 
Capita 

Flossmoor* 38,000 4.08 9307 64,023 6.88 

Matteson* 23,000 1.78 12,928 77,163 5.97 

Homewood (Homewood, East Hazelcrest) 35,000 1.65 21,150 150,000 7.09 

South Holland 30,600 1.38 22,147 101,243 4.57 

Park Forest (Park Forest, Olympia Fields) 37,950 1.35 28,194 162,282 5.76 

Crete 25,000 1.28 19,520 63,198 3.24 

Glenwood-Lynwood 19,005 1.16 16,377 48,149 2.94 

Alsip (Alsip, Merrionette Park) 25,000 1.15 21,724 118,070 5.44 

Lansing 32,000 1.13 28,332 122,227 4.31 

Chicago Heights 36,393 1.11 32,776 122,214 3.73 

Blue Island 24,000 1.02 23,463 75,824 3.23 

Dolton 25,000 0.98 25,614 99,907 3.90 

Midlothian (Midlothian, Posen) 15,000 0.79 19,045 53,229 2.79 

Calumet City 30,030 0.77 39,071 132,924 3.40 

Acorn (Oak Forest area) 20,000 0.71 28,051 63,778 2.27 

Riverdale 10,000 0.66 15,055 37,360 2.48 

Grande Prairie (Hazelcrest, CC Hills) 16,700 0.54 30,985 77,218 2.49 

Harvey (Harvey, Phoenix, Dixmoor) 18,000 0.5 36,091 86,561 2.40 
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