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The Neighborhood Library: More than Just Books 

In a recent article a writer asked “are libraries 

still relevant,” considering we live in an age 

when people may quickly obtain information 

via ebooks, the Internet, iPad, even on the cell-

phone? The answer to this writer is “Yes.”   

Libraries are still havens for adults interested in 

re-reading a favorite classic book or to children 

excitedly obtaining their first library card. 

The Harvey Public Library District (HPLD) 

issues library cards to Dixmoor, Harvey and 

Phoenix residents. The business doesn’t stop 

there. Library services include: notary         

assistance; use of up-to-date computers and 

software available for those researching every-

thing from A to Z; creating resumes’ and     

flyers; or designing the cover of your  own 

book.  

We also fulfill faxing and scanning needs. 

And, if you’re looking for a book, CD or 

DVD not held on HPLD shelves, anyone at 

the Circulation Desk or Adult Services can 

assist with  requesting items through the  

interlibrary loan system. 

The HPLD isn’t all work. Over the years, 

the library expanded its activities to include: 

an annual chess tournament; genealogy         

research; computer classes; and for  the 

youth, movie day, Wii games and fun guest 

speakers. Residents also may pick up passes 

for  cultural entertainment offered through-

out the Chicagoland area. (For a list, please   

inquire at the Circulation Desk).  

Stop in to see for yourself why your 

neighborhood library is still very relevant! 
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Genealogy Club: Tracing Family Tree Takes Detective Work 

Adult Computer Classes: Learning Never Stops 

“People may come into the library 

to use Ancestry.com, Heritage.com, 

and now a special microfiche  

machine to assist in locating family 

history,” said Turner.  

In September club members will 

travel to Fort Wayne, Indiana to 

tour Allen County Public Library’s    

extensive collection of ancestry 

research.  

“I discovered information about 

my great great-grandmother and 

first learned about Black Indians in 

the archives of the Allen County 

Library,” Turner added. 

The club is on hiatus until September. 

Watch for flyers for future meetings. 

Genealogy is the study of 

families and the tracing of 

their lineages and history. The 

word may be easy to define, 

but the act of tracing family 

history would make Sherlock 

Holmes shake under his cloak.  

Genealogy has experienced 

a resurgence with the help of  

websites, books, classes and 

television shows. According to 

one genealogist, due to home 

computers, people can access 

records on the other side of 

the world. However, surfing 

the Internet alone may not 

provide enough information to 

find who married great-great

-great-great Aunt Beth from 

the United Kingdom. The Ge-

nealogy Club here at the 

Harvey Public Library District 

offers various resources,  

including camaraderie, to  

assist with tracing and    

documenting your family 

tree.  

Mrs. Annette Turner, board 

trustee and founder, formed 

the club in early Spring. 

Turner, a member of the     

Chicago Genealogical    

Society, brings her       

knowledge and long-time 

passion for genealogy to the 

group.  

July 6th kicked off a series of Adult Computer Classes at the Harvey Public Library District. 

The need for the class has been evident with a waiting list that stretches to October. Classes, 

taken in five-week intervals, accommodate 10 people.  Processes covered include: becoming 

familiar with the keyboard and mouse, understanding Microsoft Word, utilizing short-cuts 

through keyboard keystrokes, creating a resume’, completing online job applications, and 

understanding and searching the  Internet. 

These basic skills are a gateway to learn the technology even for those who regularly use          

computers for work. Faye Kimes operates the computer often but says she still has learned a 

few techniques in the class which she will put to use.  

Students, front to back: Mrs. Freddie Watkins, Mrs. Juanita Bittner, Mr. Gregory McCray,     

Mr. Albert Green, Mr. Ed Gary, Mrs. Joann Gary, and Mrs. Faye Kimes. Instructor: Antonia 

McBride. Contact the library at 708.331.0757 for information about future class dates. 

Quilters Guild: Past Meets Present 

special events, donated to local 

hospitals, or even sold at art 

fairs. The women gather,    

discuss their techniques and 

assist one another in            

completing the quilts as people 

have done over the centuries. 

If you are interested in joining 

the guild, you will need your 

own fabrics, sewing machine 

and other tools. The guild 

meets each Thursday from  

6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Bargello, batting, echo  

quilting, oh my!  

America’s quilting history   

extends as far back as the 

1700s and includes a patch-

work of themes and methods 

from  Native Americans,  

African Americans,       

Mexican Americans, and 

Amish, among other groups. 

Today, more than 20 million 

men and women participate 

in this pastime. 

Quilts provide a framework 

for design that allows the 

quilters to use fabric       

selection to vary the overall 

look.  

At the Harvey Public      

Library District, women in 

the Quilters Guild meet 

every Thursday evening to 

create colorful, intricate 

pieces of art which are 

passed on to family       

members, displayed at    

Ms. Diane Bryant, a long-time 

quilter, joined the Quilting 

Guild two months ago.  



Page 3 Harvey Public Library District 

Chess Club: All Skill Levels Welcome 
Have you always wanted to learn to play chess but didn’t know where to go for lessons? Or are 
you the person who clobbers all of your family members and friends and need new competitors? 
Well, look no further. At the Harvey Public Library District, the Chess Club offers opportunities for 
all skill levels to participate in this brain-bending game of strategy.  
 
“The Chess Club has been operating for the past four or five years,” said Mike Richardson, club     
founder. “We normally attract about 12-20 people. As many as 40 people will turn out for special 
events,” he added.  
 
Monday evenings starting at 4:00, beginners of all ages are welcomed to sit with other beginners 
or to learn from more accomplished players under the tutelage of Richardson. But hold your chess 
pieces, because intense play is saved for Wednesday evenings (4:00) when men and women test 
patience and strategy to beat the best of the best in the Southern suburbs. 

Teens Writing Competition Brings out Creativity 

Chess Master: Play Like a Winner 

Openings. “A bad opening 

can cause a player to lose a 

game of chess in two moves!” 

Aramil has been a chess 

teacher for more than six 

years. In 2004, he won the 

Collegiate Championship, and 

has won chess games against 

two Grandmasters and tied 

against eight Grandmasters. 

  

On July 7th, William Aramil, 

author of “The Complete Idiot’s 

Guide to Chess Openings” was a 

featured guest speaker for the 

Harvey Public Library District 

Chess Club.  

According to Wikipedia.com, a 

chess master is a chess player of  

such skill that he/she can usually 

beat chess experts, who      

themselves typically can nearly 

always prevail against most 

amateurs.  

Aramil demonstrated a variety 

of openings before a group of 

chess players who excitedly 

tried to anticipate his moves 

while understanding why he 

made certain decisions. “A bad 

beginning can be detrimental 

to you and very difficult to 

reverse,” Aramil wrote in Chess 

William Aramil demonstrating 

chess moves to an audience of 

avid chess players. 

Pictured from left: Joshua Johnson, 

Antaze Steadman and George Tylor, 

with spoken-word artist Malik Yusef, 

flash their gift cards after winning the 

Teens Writing Competition. 

better day. I looked in the 

sky to change my stars...then 

I met stars who wanted to be 

where I was,” Yusef rapped. 

Yusef added everybody has 

a story. 

Joshua Johnson, Antaze 

Steadman and George Tylor 

collaborated to write their 

story to win gift certificates. 

The winning idea was based 

on a group who entered a 

high school talent competi-

tion with an original song, 

which the trio performed 

with a mixture of harmony 

and laughter. 

According to a national survey 

by the Pew Internet & American 

Life Project and the National 

Commission on Writing, the  

message is becoming clearer to 

parents and teens that good 

writing is a bedrock for future 

success. 

This Summer, teens who partici-

pated in the HPLD Teens    

Writing  Program learned the           

importance of good writing skills 

first hand by competing for $50 

gift certificates from Walmart. 

Teens used emotions, ideas and 

imagination to craft stories that 

entertained their peers. The 

competition culminated in a visit 

from hip hop and spoken- 

word artist Malik Yusef on 

July 19th. Yusef shared his 

experiences as a teen who 

lived in a high crime area 

and suffered from dyslexia, 

to an adult who now travels 

the world writing lyrics for  

A-list celebrities, jingles for 

Fortune 500 companies, and 

now his own comic book. 

Yusef said it took some time 

for him to realize his gift. “I 

had to learn to love myself 

before I could allow success 

into my life,” he said. 

“However, I grabbed the  

ladder in order to build a 



Library Director: Jay Kalman 

15441 Turlington  

Harvey, Illinois 60426 

Tel: (708) 331-0757  Fax: (708) 331-2835 

www.harvey.lib.il.us 

Har vey  Publ i c  L i bra r y  D i s t r i c t  

Follow us on Twitter 

Become a friend on 
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 Perhaps no place in any community is so totally democratic as the town library. The only entrance requirement is interest.  - Lady Bird Johnson 

Library Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

 10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday 

 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Sunday—Closed 

Have you stopped in lately? We are 

still coming up with ways to        

improve the library, even with the 

limited space and the constraints we 

have within an old building. 

Did you know we have the smallest 

library per capita in the Chicago 

area? The library is almost a third of 

what a community our size should 

have. 

Did you know that the current library 

building is 40 years old but designed 

to only last 20 years? Did you realize 

it has already been 10 years now 

since our last major    remodeling  

project?  

Did you know that use of the library sky-

rocketed when the economic climate 

changed? The library is more valuable 

now than it has ever been and we simply 

do not have the space available to provide 

for the needs of everyone who would like 

to use the library. 

The Board of Library Trustees of the  

Harvey Public Library District are              

currently looking into 

options. We  certainly 

hope you will support 

all our efforts to   

provide you with the    

building that you 

deserve.   

Board of Trustees 

Marion Beck   President  
Barbara Fields   Vice-President 
Joyce Kellogg-Weaver Treasurer 
Roberta Patterson  Secretary 
Eric Patterson  Trustee 
Keith Price  Trustee 
Annette Turner  Trustee 
___________________________________________ 

Jay Kalman   Library Director 

Marie McFarland  Assistant Director 

Antonia McBride  Newsletter Editor 

FREE CULTURAL ENTERTAINMENT   

Inquire at the Circulation Desk about Ravinia Festival 

tickets, Chicago area museums, and Brookfield Zoo 

passes. 

 There’s still time for Summer fun before              

the kids return to school! 

Passes are limited. First come; first served. 

__________________________________________________ 

ADULT SUMMER COMPUTER CLASSES 

August 10 — September 7, 2010 

10:30—12:00 p.m. 

Contact the Circulation Desk to inquire                       

about future class dates. 

__________________________________________________ 

COMING SOON!  

Adult Craft Classes  

______________________________________________ 

Children’s Story Time 

August  21, 2010 

11:00 —11:30 a.m. 

Newly-reconfigured Youth Services     

Department. 


