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Harvey Public Library District  Welcomes the Tuskegee Airmen: 

Bringing History to Life 

 

Harvey, IL - On Saturday, February 25th, the Harvey Public Library District (HPLD) will host the Tuskegee Airmen 

Presentation from 1:00-2:30 p.m., in the John C. Bradley Theatre. This presentation will culminate in a month-long cele-

bration of notable people, places and events in Black History.  

 

African Americans have participated in the military since the colonial history of the United States. Yet, the recognition of 

accomplishments has been a slow process. Fast forward to 1941, due to the pressure exerted from civil rights organiza-

tions and the Black press, the U.S. military formed an all African-American squadron based in Tuskegee, Alabama. The 

rest, as they say, is history. 

 

“Young men and women are inspired by the Tuskegee Airmen for their courageous fight for equality during World War 

II,” said Sandra Flowers, HPLD Youth Services Manager. “We invited the Tuskegee Airmen because it is important for 

students to not only understand recent history concerning African Americans, but also to understand their past. All young 

people need positive role models to inspire them to achieve greatness and to use their potential to reach their goals in 

life,” Flowers said. 

 

“Despite the efforts of notables in history, racism still exists today in America. As citizens, we need to fight against this 

with the best tool we have—education. We need to heighten students’ views of African Americans by stressing the nu-

merous influences they have given to American society,” added Flowers. 

 

 

 

About Harvey Public Library District 

 

An ordinance in 1903 established the Harvey Public Library and Reading Room. Usage of the library grew as the city 

increased in population. By the early 1960's the population being served was over 30,000. It became evident that the 

library was too small for the growing community, and since it was impractical to enlarge the existing structure, a new 

building was designed, erected and dedicated in 1971. That structure quickly became overcrowded, and as finances per-

mitted, additional ground was purchased and plans were prepared for a 1975 enlargement. On July 1, 1988, the Phoenix 

Public Library District signed a contract for services with HPLD and one year later, July 1, 1989, the Dixmoor Public 

Library District contracted for the same. With construction funds administered by the Secretary of State & State Librari-

an, Jesse White, HPLD underwent additional remodeling in 2000-2001 to include handicap accessibility and a new 

sprinkler system. 

### 

 


