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Harvey Public Library District Mortgage Burning  

The Little Engine that Could 

 

Harvey, IL - On Sunday, November 13, the Harvey Public Library District (HPLD) will celebrate another 

great milestone in its history by hosting a Mortgage Burning Ceremony, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., in the 

library’s John C. Bradley Theatre. 

 

In an era of e-readers, Internet and blank stares at the mention of the Dewey Decimal System, one may 

argue against the need for libraries. However, HPLD has maintained its continuity in spite of current eco-

nomic and social changes.  

 

“Paying off a mortgage albeit reduced tax revenues and decreased state funding is a major feat. This 

proves that there is still hope in the midst of this economy,” said Annette Turner, HPLD Board President. 

“The citizens entrusted the library board and we came through with a building that they now own,” 

Turner added. 

 

 

About Harvey Public Library District 

 

An ordinance in 1903 established the Harvey Public Library and Reading Room. Usage of the library 

grew as the city increased in population. By the early 1960's the population being served was over 30,000. 

It became evident that the library was too small for the growing community, and since it was impractical 

to enlarge the existing structure, a new building was designed, erected and dedicated in 1971. That struc-

ture quickly became overcrowded, and as finances permitted, additional ground was purchased and plans 

were prepared for a 1975 enlargement. On July 1, 1988, the Phoenix Public Library District signed a con-

tract for services with HPLD and one year later, July 1, 1989, the Dixmoor Public Library District con-

tracted for the same. With construction funds administered by the Secretary of State & State Librarian, 

Jesse White, HPLD underwent additional remodeling in 2000-2001 to include handicap accessibility and 

a new sprinkler system. 
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